Minutes for Regular City Council Meeting Held on March 9, 2010

Present:
Mayor: Steve Golias



Council Members:  Perron, Ralston, Mielke, Grob

Also present:  City Attorney Thomas Lehmann, Building Official Russ Wahl, Chief of Police Mike Aschenbrenner, and City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle

Mayor Steve Golias opened the public meeting at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes:  It was moved (Mielke/Perron) to accept the February 9, 2010 regular City Council minutes with the addition of a coma on page one of the minutes under the title Height Restrictions, stating:  Due to DNR rules regarding buildings that are able to be seen from the river, Mayor Golias asked the DNR to define which river (Minnesota or Mississippi), the season being viewed (winter foliage vs. summer foliage), and where specifically on the river the building is to be seen (distance from the building to the river).   There being no further discussion, minutes passed 4-1.  Perron abstained.

Approval of Agenda: It was moved (Ralston/Mielke) to accept the Agenda with no additions or corrections.  Passed 5-0.
Disbursements:  Motioned by Golias, seconded by Ralston to approve the payment of the following claims:

Met Council—Monthly Wastewater Charge


$1,303.99

Lehmann & Lutter—Attorney Fees



$3,500.00

Kim Perron—Snow Removal ($250.00 credit for sand)
$   552.00

City of Mendota Heights—Police & Fire


$6,256.25

Aggregate Industries—Sand




$   681.55

State of MN—Rent Benson Metals



$   140.00
Xcel Energy—Park Utilities




$     10.12

Xcel Energy—Street Lights




$   364.33

BDM—Surveys, City Council Meeting, projects

$1,428.00

Jennifer Bruestle—Clerk Salary



$   323.22

Jennifer Bruestle—Clerk Salary



$   323.22

Paychex—Payroll taxes, Payroll Services


$   175.96

Jennifer Bruestle—Clerk Expenses



$      7.78
Passed 5-0.

2010 Budget for City of Mendota:  It was moved (Ralston/Mielke) to approve the revised budget equating to $167,391 for receipts and $167,391 for disbursements.  There being no further discussion, the following 2010 City of Mendota budget was passed 5-0.
RECEIPTS:

Current Taxes

$134,559

License Fees

$    9,500

LGA


$  14,275

Fines


$    3,000

Interest Income
           20
Rent From Benson
$    1,896

Bldg. Permit Fees
$       200

Misc.


$       300

Market Value Credit
$       141

Real Estate Sales
$    3,500
Total


$167,391
DISBURSEMENTS:
Council & Mayor
$   1,800

Election Judges
$   1,000

Commissioners
$      240

Clerk/Treasurer
$ 10,000

Attorney

$ 30,000

Dues


$      100
Office Supplies
$      500
Postage

$      200

Printing

$      150

Payroll Service
$   1,600

Engineering

$   5,000

Police


$ 62,110

Fire


$ 12,465

Street/Road Maint.
$   5,000

Snow Removal
$   9,700

Lighting

$   2,600

Sand


$   4,100
Sweeping

$   1,050

Insurance

$   3,750

Rent


$   1,700

Bank Charges

$      300

Contingency

$   2,776

Conferences

$      350

Audit Expenses
$   2,500

Delq. Police Pymt.
$   8,400
Total


$167,391
Business License for Myron Anderson: It was moved (Mielke/Perron) to approve the business license for Myron Anderson of Anderson Storage.  Passed 5-0.

T.H. 110 right-of-way to be released by Mn/DOT to the City of Mendota:  Mayor Golias presented the council with a map of the above mentioned roadway to be turned back to the City of Mendota.  Mayor Golias is to meet with Jim Kirchner to discuss T.H. 110 and the implications for the City of Mendota regarding the release of the road to Mendota.  Mayor Golias stated the section of roadway may be posted as a low maintenance road; therefore, the roadway will not be plowed or maintained by the City of Mendota.  Mayor Golias will update the council on this subject after his meeting with Mr. Kirchner. 

Discussion of Payment Options for Delinquent Police and Fire Services:  The council agreed approximately $60,000 is due to the City of Mendota Heights for delinquent police and fire services.  The council concurred $8,400 of the contingency fund from the 2010 budget is diverted toward the $60,000 delinquent balance.  Councilman Mielke suggested the City of Mendota spread payments to the City of Mendota Heights over several years, with monthly payment of $700.00.  Mayor Golias, Councilman Mielke and City Clerk Bruestle will meet with Mendota Heights City Administrator and Mendota Heights Councilmember Jack Vitelli on March 10, 2010 to discuss payment options.

Public Comment:  Public comment was opened at 8:41 p.m. 
 David Griggs provided an architectural drawing for the property located at 1226 Sibley Memorial Highway.  Mr. Griggs requested the two adjoining lots be merged, as the housing structure will be centered on the two lots.  Mr. Griggs stated the current drainage and utility easements will be vacated due to the house straddling the current easements.  Therefore, new drainage and utility easements will be developed.  City Attorney Tom Lehmann will prepare the approval of the easements subject to legal review.

Public comment was closed at 8:44 p.m.

Council Comment:

Council Member Grob:  Mr. Grob stated Aqua Care typically treats the pond within Mendota.  However, during the summer of 2009, Aqua Care treated the pond, which consequently resulted in the discoloration of the pond.  Aqua Care determined the cause of the discoloration to be due to duckweed in the pond.  Once Aqua Care finds a solution to treating the pond without discoloration occurring, Jim Grob will schedule the pond cleaning.  Mr. Grob also stated his concern regarding the amount of activity within the park and city streets and the noise level of the ATVs (4-wheelers) within the city limits.  Police Chief Aschenbrenner stated a legal operator can legally drive on city roads within the City of Mendota.  Mr. Aschenbrenner defined a legal operator as one who is issued an ATV Safety Certificate through the DNR, has been issued a valid drivers license, and wears a helmet while operating the ATV.  However, Mr. Aschenbrenner stated the noise level of the ATV should be similar to an automobile; otherwise the noise level constitutes a nuisance.

Council Member Mielke:  No Comment.

Council Member Ralston:  Mr. Ralston stated he and Council Member Perron inspected the VFW grease trap per Don Callier’s request in order to satisfy the standards of the City of Mendota’s ordinance relating to the maintenance of grease traps.  Mr. Ralston inquired to this method of inspection (two city officials verifying the cleaning of the VFW’s grease traps) in lieu of a professional cleaning service.  Russ Wahl suggested a licensed plumber perform the maintenance of the grease traps due to his concern regarding sewer back-ups.  The council suggested the VFW perform the maintenance of the grease traps then receive verification of proper maintenance from a licensed plumber.   Council Member Perron stated the VFW utilizes their kitchen 1-2 days per week from January through April.  The council agreed to amend the ordinance to state when the kitchen facilities are utilized up to 2 days per week, the grease traps are to be cleaned on a quarterly basis.  Kitchen facilities who utilized their kitchen facilities more than 2 days per week are to clean and maintain their grease traps on a monthly basis.  Clerk Bruestle informed the council Lucky’s 13 Pub has not responded to the two letters regarding the maintenance of their grease traps.  Mayor Golias directed city attorney Lehmann to issue a citation based on the Grease Trap Ordinance 204.10.  Due to the grease build up noted by Building Official Russ Wahl on prior occasions, the council directed the city clerk to contact McDonough’s to perform water jetting services along Highway 13 and Second Street to avoid sewer back ups due to grease build up.
Mr. Ralston requested Building Official Russ Wahl to contact Mr. Hop regarding his garage structure located on his property at 1280 Second Street.  Mr. Ralston noted the garage structure, after suffering fire damage, has collapsed due to heavy snow and is now deemed unsafe and should be condemned.  Mr. Wahl will follow up with Mr. Hop regarding the demolition of the structure.

Mr. Ralston directed the city clerk to request a renewal for Outdoor Storage Conditional Use Permits for the following businesses with the City of Mendota:

Fun Jumps, Landmark Fence Company, Bard Flowers, Berg Plumbing, and Lucky’s 13 Pub.  The clerk will mail permits to be completed by the above mentioned businesses.

Council Member Perron:  No comment.

Mayor Golias: Provided city correspondence to the city clerk and made the clerk aware of the FEMA computer disks relating to the Floodplain Insurance Rate Map.

Staff Comment:
Building Official Russ Wahl:  Mr. Wahl informed the council Mr. Paul Laurer of the Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota Community extended the lease at 1125 Sibley Memorial Highway for 6 months.

Mr. Wahl stated he met with Jim Frank regarding a Certificate of Occupancy requested for his housing structure located at 1341 3rd Street.  Mr. Wahl stated many improvements have been made; however, he will not issue a Certificate of Occupancy at this time.  Mr. Wahl will continue to monitor the situation.

Mr. Wahl inquired as to when a dumpster enclosure would be installed at Lucky’s 13 Pub.  The council agreed to address the dumpster enclosure as well as the cleaning and maintenance of Lucky’s grease traps at the April City Council Meeting.  The city clerk will inform the owners of Lucky’s 13 Pub of the upcoming council meeting as well as the request of their presence at the April Meeting.

Mr. Wahl informed the council the City of Mendota has a sign ordinance but not a fee schedule associated with the permit.  Mr. Wahl suggested the permit fee be based on the valuation of the sign.  City Attorney Tom Lehmann will develop a city ordinance relating to the fee schedule for the installation/demolition of business signs.

Police Chief Mike Aschenbrenner:  Mr. Aschenbrenner noted the comments made regarding the high activity and noise level of ATVs within city limits as well as the illegal parking around Lucky’s 13 Pub.

City Attorney Tom Lehmann:  No comment.

City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle:  Clerk Bruestle informed the council bids for services recommended by Pipe Services from previous smoke tests are still being considered by Pipe Services.  Once a bid is received Ms. Bruestle will present the bids to council.  Ms. Bruestle presented the State Statutes regarding maximum amounts allowable for gambling taxes and gambling contributions to be received from charitable gambling organizations per Council Member Grob’s request.  Ms. Bruestle informed council she will be involved in the workgroups for the DNR Rulemaking process to begin on March 31, 2010, and invited council members to attend the workgroups if interested.  Ms. Bruestle informed the council the Comprehensive Plan is currently being reviewed by the DNR, who has until March 17, 2010 to complete the review process.  Once this review is complete, the city can then adopt the Comprehensive Plan.  Ms. Bruestle informed the council the light across the street from Lucky’s is now in operating condition, and the light located on Windy Ridge will be removed.  Ms. Bruestle will provide free well testing information to residents with the quarterly sewer bills in order to determine if any wells are considered undrinkable, thus qualifying the city for a grant for city water.  Ms. Bruestle inquired into the possibility of a city clean up day.  The council declined due to a limited budget.  Ms. Bruestle informed the council the new CDA employee responsible for the warming house grant has begun on March 4, 2010.  The clerk will inform the council of any progress regarding this grant.  The city clerk inquired as to possible vacation time this summer.  The council agreed the clerk may take vacation time, but needs to provide prior notice.  

The city clerk informed the council she is unable to access the City of Mendota’s website (cityofMendota.org) due to Joan Olin setting up the website account on behalf of the City of Mendota and not providing a backup representative with information as to the password and login name to access the website account. 

 Ralston motioned, seconded by Perron to allow Jennifer Bruestle, City Clerk for the City of Mendota, to act as an authorized representative for the City of Mendota to update the City’s website.  Passed 5-0.  
Adjournment:  There being no further business, it was moved (Mielke/Ralston) to adjourn the meeting at 9:37 p.m. Passed 5-0.  
