Minutes for Regular City Council Meeting held on March 8, 2011
Present:
Mayor:  Brian Mielke



Council Members:  Josh Lee, Adam Strain, Alan Ralston, Joan Perron

Also Present:
Mendota Heights Police Officer Convery, Interim Building Official David 


Neameyer, City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle

Mayor Brian Mielke opened the city council meeting at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes:  It was moved (Ralston/Lee) to approve the February 8, 2011 minutes with the following corrections: Page 3, 3rd paragraph, should read ($10,000), not ($10,0000); also page 3, 2nd paragraph strike concrete foundation.  Passed 5-0.

Agenda:  The agenda was approved as presented.  Passed 5-0.

Treasurer’s Report:  Motioned by Strain, seconded by Perron to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented and to pay the following disbursements with the addition of the Xcel Energy bill for the street lights in an amount to be determined.  Passed 5-0.

General Fund:
Met Council—Monthly Wastewater Charge for Mar
$   1,384.27

Lehmann & Lutter—Attorney Fees for Feb.

$   2,000.00

Kim Perron—Snow Removal



$      832.50

City of Mendota Heights—Police & Fire March
$   8,357.11

State of MN—Rent for Benson Metals

$      140.00

Xcel Energy—Street Lights



$      361.65
PERA—For February




$      135.00

Aggregate Industries—Inv. 2011267


$      624.81

Dakota County—2011 Main. Of Accuvote& Mark
$      300.00

BDM –Inv. 316117 & 316031


$     386.50

Jennifer Bruestle—Name Plates, Bus. Cards

$     232.08

Copies, Stamps, phone service

Jennifer Bruestle—Clerk Salary February

$  1,000.00

Enterprise Fund:
Xcel Energy 11/19-2/22/11



$         9.28

It was moved (Ralston/Perron) to approve the transfer of $1,384.27 from the Sewer Fund to the General Fund for the monthly wastewater fee to Metropolitan Council, as well as a transfer of $7,000.00 from the Money Market Fund to the General fund to maintain the General Fund balance.  Passed 5-0.

Public Hearing for the variance request for the side setback located at 1324 Sibley Memorial Highway:
Public Hearing opened at 7:34 p.m.

Dave Walia of Axel’s Restaurant presented a draft plan of the parking lot to be located at 1324 Sibley Memorial Highway.  The draft plan illustrates an infiltration pond to be located along the property line of 1332 Sibley Memorial Highway, utilizing a 3:1 slope. Dave Walia stated based on the previous city council discussion, the stormwater plan draft will include stormwater calculations for the property itself, with the infiltration pond using a 3:1 slope.  Dave Walia stated he discussed the proposal with the neighboring property owner Tom Dahlgren.  Mr. Dahlgren stated he is concerned with the lighting that may be placed within the parking area.  Mr. Walia stated the lighting would be projected to the parking area, away from Mr. Dahlgren’s residence.  In addition, Mr. Walia will have natural hedging to act as a buffer for lighting as well as provide a natural aesthetic.  Dave Walia requested a variance be granted for the infiltration pond and natural vegetation to begin along the property line, with the asphalt beginning outside of the 6’ setback requirement.  After the house is demolished, the area will be graded and sloped using an 8’ aggregate basin in order for the stormwater to infiltrate into the pond within a 24 hour period.  Mr. Walia informed the council the final stormwater plan that will be provided to council next month will include the lighting and landscaping features.  Mr. Dahlgren’s only concern is to ensure the parking area will be sloped to direct the stormwater into the infiltration pond and not his property.
Public Hearing closed at 7:45 p.m.

Motioned by Ralston, seconded by Strain to approve the variance application submitted by Dave Walia for the 6’ side setback for the property located at 1324 Sibley Memorial Highway, which abuts the property located at 1332 Sibley Memorial Highway.  This variance includes an infiltration pond that will abut the property line which will include natural vegetation and hedge buffers; therefore, the asphalt parking area will not begin within the 6’ side setback.  Passed 5-0.

Lisa Henning with the CDA to receive recommendation by council to direct the CDBG grant funds:
Lisa Henning with the Community Development Agency (CDA) reviewed the prior council minutes with City Council Members regarding the CDBG funds.  Mrs. Henning updated the council regarding the 2011 CDBG grant application submitted for the paving of D Street.  Mrs. Henning stated the CDA review board approved the $20,000 grant to pave D Street; however, with federal budget cuts pending, the CDA is unsure how much money the CDA will receive to then distribute to the City of Mendota.  The CDA believes Mendota may receive $18,000 due to budget cuts.  Therefore, the council made a decision regarding the current CDBG grant money the city has to distribute, as well as the more conservative grant award.  The Council decided to direct the remaining funds towards the grading and paving of D Street in the amount of $37,000, with $5,000-$10,000 towards the construction of a shed on a wooden platform base.  Mrs. Henning stated Vince Markell is currently developing plans for the storage shed. However, since a large portion of the grant is earmarked for D Street, Mrs. Henning will not progress with plans for paving D Street until after July 1st, in order to determine how much money the City of Mendota will receive from the 2011 grant application.
Appoint Interim Building Official David Neameyer as Building Official for 2011:
Mayor Brian Mielke informed council when he met with David Neameyer on February 28, 2011, he appointed David Neameyer as Interim Building Official until the March 8, 2011 Council Meeting; whereas the council could appoint David Neameyer as the Official Building Inspector for the City of Mendota.

David Neameyer informed council he has been working for many years both directly with Former Mendota Building Official Russ Wahl, as well as his assistant.  Mr. Neameyer stated the City of Mendota will not notice any difference in punctuality, thoroughness or courtesy as he fills the role as Building Official for the City of Mendota.  Mr. Neameyer stated he will return phone calls within 4 hours, and provide inspections within 24 hours of requests.  Mr. Neameyer also responded to Mayor Mielke’s question that he is interested in performing services to the City of Mendota beyond 2011 as Building Official.  It was moved (Strain/Ralston) to appoint David Neameyer as Building Official for the City of Mendota for the remainder of 2011.  Passed 5-0.
Discuss MN River Greenway draft as well as consent for letter of approval:
Mayor Brian Mielke informed council both he and City Clerk Bruestle met with John Merten and  Kurt Chatfield of Dakota County as well as Lil Leatham of HKGi to discuss the draft proposals for the City of Mendota trail system.  Both Mr. Merten and Mr. Chatfield informed Mayor Mielke and Clerk Bruestle a letter of support from the City of Mendota to the MN Department of Transportation as well as to Dakota County would support Dakota County’s efforts to make their draft proposal a reality.  The Council was in agreement and supportive of the draft proposals, which include scenic overlooks along the proposed stormwater retention pond, restroom facilities, proposed tunnel under Highway 13, neighborhood gateway and bike lockers, connection to Ft. Snelling State Park Trail, and enhanced streetscaping including planted median and decorative pavers at crossings.  Clerk Bruestle will forward the letter of support to MN/Dot as well as Dakota County.
Public Comment:  Public comment opened at 8:19 p.m.  Carl Robinette is concerned about the placement of the containers for the April 30th clean up day.  Mr. Robinette is proposing the city place one dumpster at 2nd St. and D St., as well as one by F St. and 2nd St. by the lift station.  By placing the containers within the town, Mr. Robinette believes individuals living outside of Mendota will not dump garbage within the containers.

Public comment closed at 8:22 p.m.

Council Comment:
Council Member Perron:  No comment.

Council Member Ralston:  No comment.

Council Member Strain:  Council Member Strain thanked council for the opportunity to attend the Conference for Newly Elected Officials offered through the League of MN Cities.  Council Member Strain stated he is willing to share the information he received from the conference and stated it was very informative on such matters as illegal meetings and ethics laws.

Council Member Lee:  Council Member Lee summarized the key points he deemed of interest from the Conference for Newly Elected Officials, such as everyone loves progress but hates change so it is important for the council to have common goals.  Also, these goals should be sustainable.  Council Member Lee also informed council he learned of open meeting laws, requirements of notices regarding meetings, as well as ethics laws to and from interested persons.  Council Member Lee expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to attend the Conference for Newly Elected Officials.

Mayor Mielke:  Mayor Mielke stated the city mail is available for review.  Mayor Mielke also informed council he has a meeting scheduled with Representative Hansen to discuss the LGA designated for Mendota, and to argue the case to Representative Hansen that Mendota should not have the Local Government Aid cut or reduced.  Also, Mayor Mielke stated he has been looking for alternative revenue sources available to the city.

Staff Comment:
Mendota Heights Police Officer Convery:  Officer Convery informed council12 citations have been issued during the month of February, which contribute to 1/3 of the incidents reported for the City of Mendota.  Council Member Ralston stated Tuesday evening, Friday Evening and all day on Saturday are the busiest times at Lucky’s 13 Pub.  Officer Convery stated Mendota Heights Police Officers are trying to be more proactive with parking issues, but continue to encourage residents to call Mendota Heights Police if they have parking concerns.  Officer Convery stated if residents do have parking issues they should call 911 to report a non-emergency.

Building Official David Neameyer:  Building Official Neameyer stated Julie Rosen received a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy for 1226 Sibley Memorial Highway, which is valid for 60 days.  During this period, the permanent surfaces will be completed.

City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle:  Clerk Bruestle informed council the next SWPPP Hearing will be held during the next Council Meeting scheduled for April 12, 2011.  Clerk Bruestle will provide the SWPPP information during the public hearing and answer any questions relating to the SWPPP.  McDonough’s Waterjetting Service will flush and vacuum the main line in front of Axel’s to the lift station at the end of next month.  Council Member Lee asked to be present during the cleaning of the line.  The council was in agreement to rotate the sanitary sewer cleaning schedule on a 6 month basis from Highway 13 to the village area.  Clerk Bruestle informed council she will be out of town from March 21-23, but will be available by phone.
There being no further business, it was moved (Strain/Ralston) to adjourn the meeting at 8:41 p.m.  Passed 5-0.
