Minutes for Regular City Council Meeting held on July 12, 2011
Present:
Mayor:  Brian Mielke



Council Members:  Josh Lee, Adam Strain, Alan Ralston

Absent:
Council Member Joan Perron

Also Present:
Mendota Heights Police Chief Mike Aschenbrenner, City Attorney Tom 


Lehmann, Building Official David Neameyer, City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle

Minutes:  It was moved (Ralston/Strain) to approve the June 14, 2011 minutes with the following correction:  Under Clerk Bruestle staff comments:  how far down the bore…  Passed 4-0.

Agenda:  The agenda was approved as presented.  Passed 4-0.

Treasurer’s Report:  Motioned by Strain, seconded by Ralston to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented with the conditional approval of Xcel Energy disbursement in an amount not to exceed 360.00.

General Fund:

Met Council—Monthly Wastewater Charge for July

$  1,384.27

Lehmann & Lutter—Attorney Fees for June


$  2,000.00

Kim Perron—Snow Removal




$     832.50

City of Mendota Heights—Police & Fire


$  8,357.11

State of MN—Rent for Benson



$     140.00

Xcel Energy—Street Lights




$     350.95
PERA—for June





$     135.00

Wells Fargo—GO Bond Interest Paymt.—6 of 9

$     557.20

Lillie Suburban Newspapers—Ordinance 11-02

$       49.50

Dakota County—Assessment Fees



$       37.50

Crosstown Sweeping Corp—Sweep Streets 


$     975.00

State Building Permit Surcharge



$       20.72

State/Federal Taxes--$71.83/ $399.00


$     470.83

Alan Ralston—manhole cover + mileage


$     182.48

Jennifer Bruestle—Copies/phone service


$       55.94

Jennifer Bruestle—June Salary



$  1,000.00

Enterprise Fund:
Xcel Energy—05/23-06/22




$       10.42

Biffs, Inc—06/01-06/28




$       71.29

Nitti Sanitation--July





$       49.33

David Olin Mowing





$     725.00

It was moved (Ralston/Lee) to approve the transfer of $1,566.75 from the Sewer Fund to the General Fund for the monthly wastewater fee to Metropolitan Council as well as the expenses Alan Ralston incurred for the purchase of the manhole cover.  Approval was also provided for the $60,000 transfer from the General Fund to the Money Market Fund.  Passed 4-0.
Approve Joint Powers Agreement with the State of MN Criminal Justice Agency:  The Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) is between the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and the City of Mendota’s prosecuting attorney for the purposes of sharing background information from criminal justice databases.  The JPA update allows for information from new databases to be shared between state agencies and the City of Mendota.  This agreement binds the City of Mendota to the same standard as the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension as it relates to criminal background information.  Motioned by Strain, seconded by Lee to approve Resolution 11-01, Resolution Approving State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Mendota on behalf of its City Attorney and Police Department.  Passed 4-0.

Public Comment:  Public Comment opened at 7:40 p.m.

Bob Hop formally requested the vacation of the alley behind block 19, lots 4 and 5, leaving the alley behind lots 1, 2 and 3 open.  Motioned by Ralston, seconded by Strain to approve the vacation of the alley as described in Bob Hop’s request.  Passed 4-0.
Building Official David Neameyer asked council if an engineer is required to review drainage of Bob Hop’s garage proposal, as this is outside of his scope of duties as Building Official.  Council stated drainage recommendations have never come before the council on prior occasions.  Building Official also inquired if Mr. Hop would need to apply for a new address for lots 4 and 5 for the proposed garage.  Council stated Mr. Hop would not need a separate address as the lots are not divided as of yet.

Carl Robinette informed council Jim Frank is considering digging 5” into the roadbed along 3rd Street and placing class 5 within the road bed due to the mud obstructing Mr. Frank’s ability to enter his driveway.  Council stated Mr. Frank would need to have his proposed road work reviewed by Council before he attempted any work on the city roadway.  Clerk Bruestle will send a letter to Jim Frank requesting he discuss the situation with Council before he attempts to complete road work on 3rd Street.  Carl Robinette also informed council Kevin Lynch brought a load of lumber to 340 E Street.  Building Official David Neameyer will follow up with Kevin Lynch this week to determine if a building permit will be required.

Public comment closed at 7:54 p.m.

Council Comment:
Council Member Josh Lee:  Council Member Lee stated the light was out on the pole located near 1309 Second Street.  Clerk Bruestle will contact Xcel Energy to have light fixed.

Council Member Adam Strain:  Council Member Strain stated he believes Mendota Days to have been a success, with many people attending the parade as well as the live music provided by the VFW.  Also, Council Member Strain stated Lucky’s 13 Pub striped the first three parking spaces in their parking lot to deter patrons from obstructing the driving lane.

Council Member Alan Ralston:  Council Member Ralston stated Police Chief Aschenbrenner provided two referrals for manhole covers.  Council Member Ralston obtained a manhole cover from Ess Brothers in Laretto.  However, when Council Member Ralston removed the cracked manhole cover, a large piece of the cover fell into the sanitary sewer line and began to cause debris to back up.  Council Member Ralston created a tool to fish out the large piece.  Council Member Ralston will continue to monitor the sewer line to ensure there are not any other large pieces that are obstructing the sanitary sewer line.

Mayor Brian Mielke: Mayor Mielke stated city mail is available for review.  Also, Mayor Mielke informed council he would be on vacation from July 18-22, 2011.  Mayor Mielke also indicated Mendota Days was well attended, and Am Vets as well as the VFW should be congratulated on organizing the successful event.
Staff Comment:
Police Chief Mike Aschenbrenner:  Chief Aschenbrenner provided a memo to Council regarding emergency management classes at no cost to council.  Also, Chief Ashenbrenner informed Council the Mendota Heights City Council adopted a Peddler’s/Solicitor’s License Ordinance.  Chief Ashenbrenner stated he could provide this model Ordinance to the City of Mendota in order to update Mendota’s City Code is it relates to individuals seeking a Peddler’s/Solicitor’s License.  Mayor Mielke requested Mendota Heights Police Department place a speed trailer along Highway 13 so drivers can compare their speed with the posted 30 MPH speed limit through downtown Mendota.  Chief Ashenbrenner stated Mendota Heights’ Police Department does not have a speed trailer; however, Chief Ashenbrenner has attempted to gain approval for the purchase of a speed trailer from the Mendota Height’s City Council.  Chief Ashenbrenner stated if a speed trailer is purchased, Mendota will have the benefit of utilizing it once MN/Dot approves the placement of the trailer on Highway 13.
Building Official David Neameyer:  Building Official David Neameyer provided an update for the Council regarding the projects currently underway within the City of Mendota:

1341 Second Street:  A fence permit was obtained in order to construct a 6’ privacy fence.  A retaining wall is also being installed; however, the retaining wall does not require a permit.  Building Official David Neameyer informed the owner of 1341 Second Street, as the retaining wall is being constructed, to ensure the neighboring properties’ land is not disturbed.

1324 Sibley Memorial Highway:  The closing date for the sale of 1324 Sibley Memorial Highway took place today, July 12, 2011.  A demolition permit was obtained, and Building Official David Neameyer expects the demolition to take place very soon.  David Neameyer stated Axel’s filed the appropriate paperwork with the MPCA regarding the asbestos siding to be removed during the demolition.  The MPCA outlined in their report the siding is non-friable, class 2 asbestos and will not require any specialized disposal techniques.  Axel’s can simply discard the siding in a roll off container as the demolition occurs.
1345 Sibley Memorial Highway:  The basement wall of Landmark Fence Co. collapsed due to all drainage concentrating in one area of the structure.  Building Official David Neameyer stated the building does not have any gutters or downspouts, with stockpiles causing water to pool in one area of the structure which caused the collapse of the basement wall.  Building Official David Neameyer informed Landmark Fence Co. they will need to consult with a structural engineer to design/repair the basement wall.  Building Official David Neameyer stated the building can still continue to be utilized during the construction/repair of the basement.  Building Official David Neameyer did not give a timeline for the repair to be completed; however, Building Official David Neameyer believes the repair will take place quickly because the basement is exposed to the outside elements.

Building Official David Neameyer voiced his concern regarding the State shutdown as it impacts construction projects.  Due to the state shutdown, electrical inspections, plumbing inspects, as well as Department of Health inspections cannot take place.  Building Official David Neameyer stated an ordinance can be put into place for Cities to have the aforementioned inspections to be completed by the local building official.  The council determined 1226 Sibley Memorial Highway to be the only property that could potentially be affected by the state shutdown; therefore, the council will not adopt an ordinance deferring additional inspection responsibilities to Building Official David Neameyer.
City Attorney Tom Lehmann:  City Attorney Tom Lehmann reviewed the storm water management plan submitted by Axel’s, as well as discussed the issues regarding the asbestos removal with Dave Walia of Axel’s.  Dave Walia confirmed Building Official David Neameyer’s comments regarding 1324 Sibley Memorial Highway.  City Attorney Tom Lehmann contacted Mr. Beulow, owner of 1324 Sibley Memorial Highway, to have the debris cleaned up, as well as the lawn mowed based on comments made during the June 14, 2011 Council Meeting.  Mr. Beulow did in fact remove the debris as well as mow the lawn.  City Attorney Tom Lehmann stated he is aware of the challenges the state shutdown causes with regard to construction inspections.  Therefore, City Attorney Tom Lehmann informed Council the League of MN Cities is providing information to cities regarding stop-gap measures.

City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle:  Clerk Bruestle provided Council with membership information regarding Gopher State One Call, a notification service provided by the State of MN to individuals who plan on digging within the City of Mendota.  If Mendota is interested in participating in this program, Mendota would be required to pay $100.00 annually as well as provide sanitary sewer maps to Gopher State One Call.  Mendota would then be notified when someone would be digging near the sanitary sewer line, and the City of Mendota would be responsible for marking the sewer lines.  Council declined to participate in this program due to the infrequent request for marking the sanitary sewer line.  Clerk Bruestle informed Council on August 24 and 25, 2011, individuals from the Sentence to Service program will clean up the pond area as well as trim/remove brush near the pond within Veteran’s Park.  Clerk Bruestle informed Council Xcel Energy has now begun to bill the City of Mendota for the electricity usage at 1313 Sibley Memorial Highway (the City Jail).  The City will be charged a base fee each month, even if no electricity is used.  If the City disconnects the power, then re-connects before a 14-month period, Xcel Energy will back charge the City for the entire period of time that has elapsed.  The City of Mendota will continue to supply power to the Jail, since it is utilized during Mendota Days as well as during tours from the Sibley Historical Sites.  Clerk Bruestle informed Council Mendota residents are inquiring as to the process to reserve the gazebo in Veteran’s Park.  Mayor Mielke suggested a calendar be posted on the City’s website so residents can then see the availability for the park gazebo.
Lisa Henning with CDA will update Council regarding the CDBG Grant:  Lisa Henning informed Council she sent out a contract to Bonestroo for project management for paving D Street, not to exceed $5,000.00.  Bonestroo would then be obligated to send out for bids, as well as construction observation and testing of the materials.  Lisa Henning asked Bonestroo for an estimate of the project cost for paving D Street, in which an estimate of $25,000-$35,000, for a 24’ Wide, 600’ long pavement with no storm sewer improvements was given.  Lisa Henning stated MN/Dot will not need to be notified, and neither will the Watershed District.  Lisa Henning anticipates work to commence toward the end of August.  Bonestroo would like to meet with a city representative next week to discuss the vision of the road, and will attend the August 12, 2011 Council Meeting to update Council.

Lisa Henning stated the City will receive a CDBG Grant in the amount of $16,250 for Fiscal Year 2011; therefore, the City will have approximately $45,000 in CDBG Grant funds:  $30,000 for the grading/paving of D Street, $5,000 for Bonestroo, leaving the remaining $10,000 for a storage shed as well as park improvements.  Mayor Mielke asked Lisa Henning if Mendota’s 2011 grant award will lessen the City’s ability to secure a 2012 CDBG Grant.  Lisa Henning stated CDBG grant funds will be cut once again in 2012; however, since Mendota is a small city (under 10,000 population) and a low-moderate income city, Mendota should have a good change of obtaining a CDBG grant.

There being no further business, it was moved (Strain/Lee) to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
