Minutes for Regular City Council Meeting Held on December 13, 2011
Present:  
Mayor:  Brian Mielke



Council Members:  Alan Ralston, Adam Strain, Joan Peron

Absent:
Council Member Josh Lee

Also Present:
Mendota Heights Police Chief Mike Aschenbrenner, City Attorney Tom 


Lehmann, Building Official David Neameyer, City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle
Mayor Brian Mielke opened the City Council meeting at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes:  It was moved (Ralston/ Perron) to approve the November 8, 2011 minutes as presented.  Passed 4-0.

Agenda:  Motioned by Strain, seconded by Perron to approve the agenda as presented, with the addition of 5b. approval of the 2012 Budget.  Passed 4-0.

Treasurer’s Report:  Motioned by Strain, seconded by Ralston to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, with the addition of the Xcel Energy bill of $357.83.  Passed 4-0.

General Fund:
 Met Council—Monthly wastewater Charge for Dec.

$   1,18941
Lehmann & Lutter—Attorney fees for Nov.



$  2,000.00

Kim Perron—Snow Removal





$     832.50

City of Mendota Heights—Police & Fire



$  8,357.11

State of MN—Rent for Benson Metals



$     140.00

Aggregate Industries—inv. 2040335/ Sand



$     681.96

Xcel Energy—Street Lights





$     357.83

Xcel Energy—Jail 10/19-11/17/2011




$         9.97

PERA—November






$     135.00

League of MN Cities—Annual Membership Dues


$     333.00

David Neameyer—Building Official Quarterly Svcs


$  2,010.37

Jennifer Bruestle—phone service/postage/copies


$     109.23

Jennifer Bruestle—Clerk Salary 




$  1,000.00

Enterprise Fund:
Xcel Energy—Park Lights





$         9.95 

It was moved (Ralston/ Perron) to approve the transfer of $1,809.27 from the Sewer Fund to the General Fund for the monthly wastewater fee to Metropolitan Council, and the transfer of $10,000 from the Money Market to the General Fund to maintain the General Fund Balance.  Passed 4-0.

Project recommendations for CDBG Grant Application for 2012:  Council Member Strain inquired if the CDBG funds would allow for a removable hockey rink to be placed in the park, since the pond has been inadequate to skate on for the last few years.
Mayor Mielke stated, and council agreed, the prioritization of CDBG grant activities are as follows:

1.  Storage shed for city owned property

2.  Construction of gazebo to be placed on footprint of current gazebo

3.  Playground equipment, including the removable hockey rink.  Must be ADA accessible.

Council Member Ralston stated he would like to see a skateboard park included in the list due to a resident request for such a project.  Council stated the skateboard park may require a high level of funds comparable to playground equipment; therefore, the skateboard park would be ranked at a lower level.

Clerk Bruestle will contact Lisa Henning with the CDA to determine her recommendations regarding the maximum level of funding the City should request.  Also, Clerk Bruestle will inquire if the City requests a large amount of funding from the small cities pool of CDBG funds and is denied the amount, will the funds be lowered or will the grant be denied altogether.

Clerk Bruestle will apply for the CDBG grant by the January deadline.

Approve Mendota Building Code Update:  Motioned by Ralston, seconded by Perron to approve the Building Code Update with the following corrections:

1.  Under Section 805.021, the City will opt out of the optional enforcement provisions.

2.  Page two, under Building Permit Fee Schedule; $25,001-$50,000; should read $412 for the first $15,000
3.  Under State Surcharges, the fixed permit fees will be listed separately, with a $5.00 surcharge or as fees are amended by the Department of Labor and Industry.

4.  On Page 4, under utility connections, strike Heights from the Sewer Connection fee section.

Approve Resolution 11-06:  Motioned by Strain, seconded by Perron to approve the final tax levy in the amount of $151,860.  Passed 4-0.

Approval of 2012 Budget:  Mayor Mielke stated the $14,104 shortfall in revenue as compared with disbursements will be absorbed by the excess funds of approximately $38,000 from 2011.  These excess funds will be drawn upon as needed throughout 2012.  Motioned by Ralston, seconded by Perron to approve the 2012 budget as presented.  Passed 4-0.

Approve Resolution 11-07:  Motioned by Strain, seconded by Ralston to approve the certification of delinquent sanitary sewer accounts for tax levy collection in 2012.  Passed 4-0.

Public Comment:  public comment opened at 8:06 p.m.

Mendota resident Carl Robinette stated he attended the Post Office open meeting on December 6th at Henry Sibley High School.  Mr. Robinette stated Mayor Mielke gave a good presentation as to why the Mendota Post Office should remain open.  Mr. Robinette informed council the comments made by Mendota Heights residents were helpful as well.  

Public comment closed at 8:07 p.m.

Council Comment:
Council Member Strain:  Council Member Strain informed Mayor Mielke the tree lighting ceremony was well attended and should be made a Mendota tradition.

Council Member Ralston:  Council Member Ralston commended the VFW for placing wreaths throughout downtown Mendota.

Council Member Ralston stated the cracked manhole cover in front of 1352 Highway 13 was swapped out for a manhole at a lower traffic area.  Council Member Ralston requested Council approval to purchase a manhole cover to replace the cracked manhole cover now located in a lower traffic section of town.  Council requested Council Member Ralston replace the three cracked manhole covers in town at the same time, since the company selling the covers is located quite a distance from Mendota.  Council Member Ralston stated Road Commissioner Danny Dahlberg may have a manhole cover resource, as well as Police Chief Aschenbrenner.  Therefore, Council Member Ralston will:

First, contact Road Commissioner Dahlberg for 3 manhole covers, if this is not a possibility, then

Council Member Ralston will contact road construction companies for used manhole covers, per Chief Aschenbrenner’s suggestion.  
If this is not possible, Council Member Ralston will then contact Ess Brothers to obtain 3 manhole covers.
Council Member Ralston informed Council his term as NDC4 Cable Commission Representative is up for renewal if another council member would like to take over the responsibility of representing the City on cable matters.  Council Member Ralston also requested Clerk Bruestle inform Mendota residents of the opportunity to serve as citizen representative with the NDC4 Cable Commission.

Council Member Ralston received a complaint regarding the outdoor storage located at 1548 Highway 13.  Council stated the outdoor storage screening is required of commercial buildings, not residential.  Since 1348 is a rental property, located in the commercial district of Mendota, has trash facilities utilized by Lucky’s 13 Pub located on their property, as well as serves as overflow parking for Lucky’s 13 Pub, the council is considering 1348 Highway 13 as a commercial property.  Therefore, Clerk Bruestle will notify the owners of 1348 Highway 13 of the need to obtain a conditional use permit for outdoor storage, as well as the need to screen the outdoor storage from the view from the street.

Council Member Ralston inquired if the Mendota Post Office closes, and cluster boxes are placed within Mendota, will the boxes be placed on private or city property.  City Attorney Tom Lehmann stated if the boxes are placed on private property, the post office will have to have an easement approved to place the boxes on private property.  If the boxes are place on City property, then the city will have to grant an easement for the boxes.  City Attorney Tom Lehmann stated the City would not have any choice in granting the easement to the post office.  In addition to the 6’ easement surrounding the cluster boxes, the city would be responsible for snow removal from the cluster boxes, which would require the City to remove snow if the accumulation is ½ inch or greater.

Council Member Ralston requested Clerk Bruestle contact BDM Engineering Consultants, Mattefy Engineers, and well as Bonestroo to attend the January Council meeting.  At this time, council would be able to make a determination as to the City Engineer appointment.  The City will not need to post notice, since the City utilizes the City Engineer on an as needed basis; therefore, the expense of an engineer falls below the statutory requirement for competitive bids.

Council Member Ralston inquired as to the mill and overlay project to be completed on Highway 13 in 2012.  Clerk Bruestle informed Council Member Ralston during this project the manhole rings along Highway 13 will be made level with Highway.  In addition, the pooling of water in front of Fun Jumps and Mr. Ralston’s residence will be addressed.
Mayor Mielke: Mayor Mielke stated the Post Office Meeting held on December 6th was well attended and many comments were made on behalf of residents, surrounding community members as well as area businesses.  Mayor Mielke stated Senator Franken and Representative McCullum are currently seeking information which supports Senator Humphrey’s document which outlines Mendota’s Post Office immunity for closure.  However, Mayor Mielke informed council he received notification that State Senators have signed a 6 month moratorium for 3600 post offices and 250 processing centers.
Mayor Mielke outlined The City of Mendota’s action plan for maintaining the operation of the Mendota Post Office:

1.  Continue to work with Representative McCullum and Senator Franken regarding     

Senator Humphrey’s memo.

2.  Determine what the basis is for the Post Office’s two mile rule.  Does the post office use the distance as the crow flies or driving distance when determining the distance between the Mendota Post Office and the next closest post office.

3.  Continue efforts of writing letters directed to the United States Post Service regarding the City of Mendota’s historical nature and how the city is not designed for cluster boxes or mail delivery.

Council Member Perron:  Council Member Perron informed council she is continuing to contact Janet Alland with Home Federal Bank regarding the maintenance of the lots they own within the City of Mendota during the spring of 2012.
Staff Comment:
Building Official David Neameyer:  Building Official David Neameyer stated he issued one demolition permit as well as an extension of a sanitary sewer drain for future use.

Police Chief Mike Aschenbrenner:  Chief Aschenbrenner stated he completed compliance checks for liquor establishments within Mendota; however, the VFW failed their liquor compliance check.  Chief Aschenbrenner provided council with the best practices information which Mendota Height Police Department, as well as the City of Mendota adopted in 2006.  Due to the compliance check failure, the VFW will undergo another compliance check.  The Mendota Heights Police Department will work with the Mendota City Attorney and the Mendota City Clerk regarding the compliance check failure.

City Attorney Tom Lehmann:  City Attorney Lehmann requested Clerk Bruestle send a written letter to the VFW regarding the liquor compliance check failure, which involves a $500.00 fine.  Also, the VFW will be invited to attend the January Council Meeting, where at that time, the Council can determine if the Council would like to uphold the fine.

City Attorney Lehmann provided Council with information regarding imposing a fine for the trees cut by Devee Joy, instead of replanting trees on City property.  Mayor Mielke stated he was contacted by Mrs. Joy’s landscaper approximately one week after the November Council Meeting.  At that time, the landscaper did not have a plan in place, but agreed to place two rows of silt fencing along the bluff to prevent erosion from occurring.  However, no measures have been made thus far on behalf of Mrs. Joy or her landscaping company.  Mayor Mielke believes if trees are dug into the hillside more erosion could take place.  Therefore, instead of planting trees, Council believes a fine should be imposed to cover the cost of planting the appropriate grass seed on the site.  Council agreed before a fine is assessed to Devee Joy, first the City must determine the circumference of the cut trees, the number of trees cut, as well as the market value of the trees that were cut.  In addition, Council will determine what the cost would be to plant and maintain the trees for the course of one year, which is the amount of time the trees would need in order to become established.  After these costs are determined, the City is able to assess a fine three times the cost of damages incurred.  Therefore, once this amount is determined, the City will send notice to Mrs. Joy to give her opportunity to be heard on this matter before the fine is imposed.
City Attorney Lehmann continues to research the multi-family background information regarding 360 E Street.  City Attorney Lehmann will present this information during the January Council Meeting.

City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle:  Clerk Bruestle informed Council the City was contacted regarding items being dumped behind the VFW.  Council stated there are car parts, and other assorted items that have been dumped along the railroad tracks over the course of decades.  Clerk Bruestle informed Council information would be provided to Council regarding the number and nature of police calls over the course of last year to provide documentation supporting the increase in liquor license fees.  Also, Clerk Bruestle informed Council she would be on vacation from December 26 through December 28.

There being no further business, it was moved (Strain/ Perron) to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 p.m.  Passed 4-0.

Attest: _______________________________


Jennifer Bruestle  
