Minutes For Regular City Council Meeting Held August 10, 2010
Present:
Mayor:  Steve Golias



Council Members:  Mielke, Grob, Ralston, Perron

Also Present:  City Attorney Tom Lehmann, Building Official Russ Wahl, Police Chief Mike Aschenbrenner and City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle

Mayor Steve Golias opened the public meeting at 8:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes:  It was moved (Ralston/ Mielke) to accept the July 13, 2010 minutes with the following corrections: 1st page, 3rd line, appears to have a large amount of dirt; also under Council Member Ralston, the cottonwood limb was resting on another limb above the baby swing.  Passed 4-0.
Approval of Agenda:  Motioned by Ralston, seconded by Mielke to approve the agenda as presented.  Passed 4-0.

Disbursements:  It was moved (Ralston/ Mielke) to approve payment of the following claims.

General Fund:

Met Council—Monthly Wastewater Charge


$1.303.99

Lehmann & Lutter—Attorney Fees



$2,500.00

Kim Perron—Snow Removal 



$   802.00

City of Mendota Heights—Police & Fire


$6,451.00

State of MN—Rent for Benson Metals


$   140.00

Xcel Energy—Street Lights




$   331.19

Jennifer Bruestle-Copies& Phone Service


$     60.95

Paychex—payroll service/taxes ($109.50/$80.50/$80.50)
$   270.50

Jennifer Bruestle—Clerk Salary



$   500.00

Jennifer Bruestle—Clerk Salary



$   500.00

League of MN Cities—Clerk’s Conference


$   245.00

Enterprise Fund:

Nitti Sanitation—Park August Garbage P/U


$      45.37

Xcel Energy—August Park Lights



$        9.08

Olin Grass Cutting





$    750.00

Biffs—Porta Potty (28 day cycle/2 bills)


$    143.65

Jim Grob—Gas for truck to trim trees


$    163.17



Nick Perron—Assist in trimming trees


$    100.00

Passed 4-0.

Approve 2011 Proposed Budget for the City of Mendota:  The City Council approved the attached proposed budget.  The City Council will continue to review and revise the budget as information is received regarding property taxes as well as unexpected city expenses.

Adopt Updated Dakota County Ordinance No. 113 as it pertains to Septic Systems:  Motioned by Mielke, seconded by Ralston to adopt the updated Dakota County Ordinance 113 within the Mendota City Code.  City Attorney, Tom Lehmann, will publish the ordinance within the Southwest Review.

Public Comment:  Public comment opened at 8:14 p.m.  Public comment closed at 8:14 p.m.
Council Comment:
Council Member Ralston: Mr. Ralston stated, based on comments made during the July 13, 2010 council meeting, Mr. Dahlberg’s road commissioner duties, which include trimming trees, manhole maintenance and road maintenance, are worth the amount of money he receives from the City of Mendota. 
Council Member Mielke:  No Comment.
Mayor Golias: Mayor Golias stated the city mail would be available for review.
Council Member Grob:  Mr. Grob informed the council the Mendota Picnic will take place on the second Saturday in September, which will be September 11, 2010 at Veterans Park.

Council Member Perron:  No Comment.

Staff Comment:
Building Official Russ Wahl: Council Member Ralston inquired as to the progress Mr. Hop has made regarding the disassembly of his garage.  Mr. Wahl will follow up with Mr. Hop.
Police Chief Mike Aschenbrenner:  Chief Aschenbrenner informed the council the Best Practices Alcohol Awareness Training is to take place on August 28th at 3:00 p.m. at the Joke Joint.  Clerk Bruestle believes this training is to take place on August 31st at 3:00 p.m.  Mrs. Bruestle will follow up with the Chief to determine the correct date.  Also Chief Aschenbrenner informed the council Public Safety day will take place on August 28th.
City Attorney Tom Lehmann:  Mr. Lehmann informed the council Randy Anderson did in fact pass away during the previous city council meeting.  Mr. Lehmann informed the council there has been no response from Axel’s Restaurant regarding the nonpayment for the cleaning of grease from the main line which took place on March 15, 2010.  Mr. Lehmann will follow up with Axel’s and begin the conciliation court process.  Mr. Lehmann also updated the council regarding a recent MN Supreme Court case which will make it more difficult for municipalities to grant a variance based on hardship.  Mr. Lehmann will keep the council informed as this case proceeds.

City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle:  Mrs. Bruestle informed the council the City of Mendota has received $10,000 in additional funds for the warming house project.  The project has gone out for bids once again due to the additional funding.  Mr. Grob requested the excess funds, if any are available, from the warming house project be directed to updating playground equipment for the park.  Mrs. Bruestle will follow up with Lisa Henning to determine if this is a possibility.  Mrs. Bruestle informed the council the City of Mendota is required to spend $2,593.00 for I/I expenditures for a Met Council storm sewer excedance which took place in 2005.  Once this amount is spent, the City of Mendota will have met their obligation with Met Council.  Mrs. Bruestle requested approval and funds to update the Mendota Directory with the assistance from Jan Golias.  The council approved this request and appropriated funds from the recycling fund for this project.  Mrs. Bruestle also inquired how payment is made for election judges during the primary election.  The city council determined the City of Mendota will pay the judges directly based on the rate of pay from previous elections.

There being no further business, it was moved (Mielke/ Ralston) to adjourn the meeting at 9:51 p.m.  Passed 5-0. 
